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on the Egyptian Frontier, and in Greece,
cannot seriously shake Germany's position or
even her influence over the Allies so long as she
shows herself able to hold her own on the main
front. If Germany wins in the end, her Allies win
with her ; if Germany is beaten they are lost."

It was on the Western Front and the Western
Front alone that Germany could be beaten. On
the Western Front there was, in Haig's view,
urgent need of every available British man and
gun. The French, exhausted by their great
efforts of 1914 and 1915 while Britain was
developing her new armies, had already passed
the zenith of their man power. Already from
Russia there were coming ominous warnings.
If Russia, overwhelmed, were to fall out of the
war before British resources were developed,
Germany might be enabled to concentrate
overwhelming forces against France.

There was only one means of effectively assisting
Russia, and that was by active operations on the
Western Front. The year upon which they were
about to enter would be fraught with vital issues.
Success might bring victory; failure would
bring inevitable defeat. Lord Kitchener was
even more emphatic in his view than Haig.
"... Unless we can impose a peace by force of
arms in 1916, we shall run a terrible risk of a
stalemate peace which will necessitate another
war in ten year's time."

For the first time Haig now came into dose
contact with General Joffre, who had commanded